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Dear Editor

The 2014 Ebola outbreak is the largest Ebola outbreak in history and the first in West Africa [1]. No specific vaccine or medicine
(e.g., antiviral drug) has been proven to be effective against Ebola [2]. The standard treatment for Ebola remains supportive
therapy [3]. ZMapp, being developed by Mapp Biopharmaceutical Inc., is an experimental treatment, for the use of the individ-
uals infected with Ebola virus [3]. The product is a combination of three different monoclonal antibodies that bind to the protein
of the Ebola virus [3]. The use of the drug "ZMapp" for the Ebola infection presents a huge dilemma since it could have harmful
side-effects and it has not yet been tested in humans for its effectiveness [3]. The Ebola infected patients might survive the Ebola
infection but may die from side-effects of the drug ZMapp which are not yet known. ZMapp may cause side-effects which may
not occur immediately and may be seen much later.

Moreover, at this time very few courses of this experimental treatment have been manufactured [3] which raises issues on whom
to use this drug if infected with the Ebola virus.

Since, ZMapp is an experimental drug, patients may not agree to take this drug. This may be easy if the relationship between the
patient and the health care provider is good.

It will be interesting to study whether or not the Ebola infected patients who have received ZMapp develop any side-effects in
future which could be related to this drug.

The Ebola infection has posed a great challenge to the anti-microbial world and has raised many questions on the readiness of
health care providers to contain this infection.
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